
European Forum for Restorative Justice

Based at the KU Leuven Institute of Criminology 
Founded in 2000
Membership +40 organisations & +200 individual members

General aim
To assist and support the establishment and development of 
victim-offender mediation and other RJ practices in Europe

Main focus
•RJ in criminal matters
• (schools, family, community, etc.)



Restorative Justice Week

Why?
RJ yields positive benefits, but…
• Low public awareness, critical public perceptions
• Little referrals to RJ services

Reaching different audiences

Using different strategies



EFRJ 
RJ Week 2013



EFRJ 
RJ Week 2014

video-documentary 
‘Restorative justice. 

Inspiring the future of a 
just society for all’

RJ LUNCHES campaign (30 events)



EFRJ 
RJ Week 2015

15th anniversary of the EFRJ

23 events across 
Europe and beyond



EFRJ 
RJ Week 2016

38 events across 
Europe and beyond

12 personal stories & 
reflections



21 November
Brussels

Master-Class on Theatre 
as a Restorative Tool

in Prison 



18-19 November
near Florence

Workshop 
‘Restorative justice 

and its practices: 
promotion of 

wellness tools’



RJ Council



23 November
Brussels

Cartoon workshop
on restorative stories 



16-18 November
Dubrovnik

Conference on ‘Alternatives to Detention in Central and 
Eastern European countries’

21-25 November
Zagreb

University students will 'adjust' the VOM leaflet to be more 
child- and youth-friendly



RJ Council



23 November
in Sardinia

Restorative flashmob
with 100 students 

Performance ‘Ties’

Restorative City



23 November
Lisbon

Workshop for inmates on ‘Forgiveness as a door to freedom’



25 November
Leuven

Digital Storytelling and 
Restorative Practices 

Workshop



28-29 November
Basque country

Days of RJ and social 
reparation for victims of 

gender violence



RJ Council



24 November
Bucharest

Mediators’ College meets the Probation Service officers



25 November 
Ferrara

RJ Day at the 
university

(with Katrien
Lauwaert)



Nov-Jan
Brussels

Photographic exposition
‘The Faces of Forgiveness’

(Colombia)



The Dutch probation developed a menu with all kinds of 
activities and interesting speakers to be ‘ordered’ by regional 

organisations to fill in their program



Press release



24 November
Sassari

Signature of a memorandum of understanding to work 
on research and training on the use of RJ approaches in 

juvenile delinquency

Establishment of NO C.Ri.Me (Core Operating team of 
the Study Center Reparation and Mediation)



Your own story

Each of us is a storyteller. We perceive ourselves through stories, we give

meaning to our lives through stories, we like to appear to others through stories.

As ‘time’ is less and less, ‘things’ more and more, relations thinner and thinner,

our stories are slowly disappearing. Certainly for others, we have no more

stories. Categories have replaced them: easy, efficient, neat. I have many

nightmares, but certainly living among beings without stories is one of them. My

plea today is for reading less news, less theory, less mails, less sms, and

returning to our novels, to our poetry, to our letters, to our grandmothers, and to

ourselves for more stories. This alone will not save the world, but maybe the

word should spread out that we are not looking for salvation.

Brunilda Pali, 2016



Your own story

Maybe it’s not about the happy end. Maybe it’s about the story.
A. P., 2016



Your own story

I am sending you an account of a personal

experience, which although it is not a history of

Restorative Justice, contains a Restorative story.

I hope you like it.
Natxo, 2016

READ ALL STORY IN THE EFRJ WEBSITE



23 November
University of Central Lancashire

Preston

Lunch-time seminar on 
‘Restorative Justice Stories: insights 

into victims’ and offenders’
experiences’





RJ Council



Your own story

To change from law enforcement officer to mediator, in

just a few years, may seem like a… surprising

transformation. Yet it is possible if one doesn’t rush to

label and judge, but rather listens, understands, believes

in communication and people’s ability to reach those

decisions that will generally satisfy their interests.

Ana Balan, 2016

READ ALL STORY IN THE EFRJ WEBSITE



Your own
(MODERATOR) story



Your own story

Once a mediator asked a widow if she was ready to

receive a letter of apology from the man responsible for

the death of her husband. Such a letter was not enough

for her: she responded that she wanted to meet him in

person!

Michael Kilchling, 2016

READ ALL STORY IN THE EFRJ WEBSITE



23-25 November
Leeds

A 3 day international conference celebrating 
the power of working restoratively



RJ events beyond Europe

14-20 November

Restorative Oakland

14-15 November
Conference on juvenile justice with Ivo Aertsen

21-22 November
National RJ Symposium

24 November
Presentation on ‘Metaphor and Spirit in RJ Practice’



RJ Council





European Forum for Restorative Justice

Herbert Hooverplein 10

3000 Leuven – Belgium

Website: www.euforumrj.org

E-mail: info@euforumrj.org

Tel: +32.16.325429

Skype: euforumrj


